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The Fear

Born in what's now called Zimbabwe, journalist Peter Godwin returns to his homeland in 2008 after
three decades of Robert Mugabe's brutal economic and human destruction. Hoping to "dance on
Mugabe's political grave" in the wake of the tyrant's defeat at the polls, Godwin instead risks his life
to secretly chronicle Mugabe's ruthless backlash of torture and terror locals call "The Fear."
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As a fellow Zimbabwean living on foreign shores, having read Peter Godwin's The Fear I am at a
loss for words. Partly because the subject matter is so bitterly painful, there is no coherent way to
respond to the way the grip of power has squeezed out such a horrendous toll of human suffering,
but also, no doubt, by the manner in which, despite harrowing detail, all of which he chronicles with
a poignant deftness, the author still manages to transport me, with yearning, to this beautiful land.
Despite the political savagery that has taken a similar toll on the wildlife, trees, rivers and
mountains, Zimbabwe's haggard remnants are still proudly bursting forth. So much so that my
childhood memories are keenly awakened and I feel a solid lump of sorrow for Zim's fateful journey.
And I, who live in relative luxury many miles away, aware of the hard times being faced by family
and friends, have imagined a subtler version of Godwin's account, probably to quieten my own fear
of what has become of my home.They call people like me, one of multitudes of Zimbabweans who
live abroad, the diaspora. I knew we were of some assistance to those at home in a way by sending
foreign currency and goods from time to time, but reading this book, I fear we have grossly
underestimated the conditions faced by our compatriots and our absence and failure to participate is

perhaps an indictment against us? I ask myself why haven't we, as a people, well educated,
talented, inherently dignified, though of humble bearing, and here I speak not for myself, but the
many Zimbabweans I have encountered in my life, why have we not prevented the outrage that is
modern day Zim? This has troubled me over the years as I have gone about raising my children and
the daily grind of my comfortable western life.

Short Version:"This a book by a brave man about people who are braver still. Peter Godwin brings
us closer to the filth of the Mugabe tyranny than is bearable and portrays with subtlety, authority,
and respect those who, against all odds and at the cost of unimaginable suffering, continue the
resistance against it. Their courage is the stuff of myth, and in Godwin they have found their
chronicler."David RieffLong Version:Some books are tough to read. Some we need to read. Peter
Godwin's newest, The Fear, is one of those books. By far one of the most haunting books I have
ever read, this work chronicles the fate of Zimbabwe's opposition after their victory, in a democratic
election, to oust dictator Robert Mugabe after his thirty years of despotic rule. For their bravery in
standing up and saying, "No more!", followers of the MDC party faced torture, terror, intimidation,
and death.Right about the time that I felt as if this would be a book that I could not finish Peter
returned to his wife and two young sons in New York, and he was feeling much the same way.
While playing dinos with his boy he envisioned a chart hanging on the end of a young torture
victim's bed, upon which the nurses had put a fierce-some T-rex sticker-a symbol of the boy's spirit.
The dichotomy of his sons' lives and those of the children in the land of his birth overwhelmed
him.In every act, every conversation, he flashed back to his homeland, and in doing so, he realized
that he didn't write this book for himself-he wrote it for the thousands of victims of thirty years of
Mugabe rule in his beloved Zimbabwe. This was a story he was called to tell, for the simple reason
that he could.
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