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Portraits: 9/11/01: The Collected
"Portraits Of Grief" From The New
York Times

Poignant and personal remembrances, celebrating the lives of the World Trade Center victims.Few
aspects of The New York Times's coverage of September 11 and of all that has followed have
attracted as much comment as "Portraits of Grief." A page or two buried deep in the B section every
day for 15 weeks, the series profiled the lives lost in the attacks on the World Trade Center and has
become a story in itself, becoming required reading for many, the world over. Beginning on Sept.
14, a half-dozen Times reporters began working from a stack of 100 missing person fliers collected
from points around the World Trade Center site. They crafted profiles--stories containing short but
signature details of the lives they strove to present. These portraits transcend race, class, and
gender lines and tell of the old and the young, praising their individuality while at the same time
cutting through their differences to capture the poignancy of their shared similarity: life cut short in
an American tragedy. The stories have become a source of connection and consolation, a focus for
the sorrow of readers both reeling from disbelief and searching for support. To paraphrase
"Portraits" reporter Charlie LeDuff, there's more than one Ground Zero--there are thousands of
Ground Zeros. Portraits: 9/11/01, a collection of the over 1,800 profiles published in the Times,
helps us visit them all.
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In response to the reader below who was upset that the Times had not included all of the victims in
its book, I think it might be helpful to read what the NY Times itself wrote, on December 31, 2001,

about its "final daily edition" of the "Portraits" series:"Through today's issue, The Times has
published more than 1,800 sketches. The official count of those dead and missing in the trade
center attacks stands at 2,937. Reporters have contacted, or tried to contact, relatives or friends of
nearly every victim the paper was able to locate. Some have declined to give interviews; others said
they were not ready to talk. (As more names become known and more families agree to interviews,
the editors intend to publish additional profile pages from time to time.)" -- NY TimesWith this in
mind, I think that the Times has done a most admirable job, both in publishing the daily Portraits,
and now in collecting so many of them into a single volume. The Times' book promises, and
delivers, portraits of victims of the attacks; that it is not 100% inclusive is, to my way of thinking,
neither a black mark for the Times, nor a detraction from the book itself. A future volume may be
more inclusive, but even if this is the final version, we will still be moved by what we have
here.While they were being published, I was able to read some, but not all, of the brief bios
presented in the "Portraits of Grief" series; they never failed to move me. I think that having a
volume such as this available to all is a wonderful tribute both to the victims of the attacks, as well
as to the brighter side of the human spirit.

I read many of these portraits when they appeared originally in the New York Times. Reading them
became a daily habit almost a meditation for me. I would read the stories and then keep these
people in my heart all day long. Sometimes I will hear a name of someone and remember having
read about them.This book is overwhelming to me. SO many lives interupted. The scope of the loss
of life that day is dramatically illustrated just by the shear size of this book. But I get the same
feeling reading the portraits again as I did when they were originally published. We lost some really
extraordinary people that day.

This is an excellent tribute. Features short bio & photo of almost 2000 of those lost in the 9/11
tragedy. A nice look into the lives of these people. Not all are included in this book, but hopefully the
New York Times will publish a second volume. Highly recommended.

I've been overpowered by the beautifully written NY Times series of portraits of 9/11 victims, so I've
hoped mightily that the portraits would be collected in book form for remembrance and posterity.
What stunned me when I received the book last night is that the Times appears to have rushed a
book to print with only those portraits published through 2/3/02 - a fact not indicated anywhere on
the cover or in the title, or (based on a quick skim) in the introductory text. The Times web site

states that only IF the book goes to a second printing will portraits after 2/3 be included. What was
the rush??? It seems to me that the Times should have made it clearer that these were selected
portraits, or better, included ALL the persons covered in the series - and if that delayed publication a
few more months, even in September, all the better and more fitting. That is my sole, though major,
complaint about this book. Otherwise, the portraits continue to be powerful and beautifully written
remembrances of the innocent victims of dastardly, cowardly, immoral, and evil acts.

I try to get through a page a day. We owe it to the Lost to remember them and the NY Times has
done a great job to transform numbers to faces and lives.

The bios of approximately 1,900 of those lost on 9-11. Although relatively short, they are informally
written and each one conveys an essence of each life lost. Special people - in the ways that each of
us are special - in both ordinary and extraordinary ways. Their hobbies, their loves, their pursuits capsulized, along with a photo. Although it is sometimes emotionally difficult to read through these,
and to realize that in a period spanning about 90 minutes, every single life was lost. The wives,
partners, parents, children, friends often contributed a quote or two. People from all walks of life are
profiled, and if you also have a chance to view the documentary that was filmed in connection with
this book, it drives home the humanity of this disaster all the more intensely. Nothing will ever be the
same after 9-11. The blood, sweat and tears of those gone, and of those who mourn their loss must
be channeled into a fitting memorial. Regardless of what physical monument will be built at the site,
the emotional monument we carry in our hearts can be important in helping heal the pain. Not
easily, and not without further tears, but with determination and vigilance. We must maintain the
very freedoms that allowed the victims to be who they were - brokers, janitors, rich, poor, people of
every religion and no religion. People who extolled the liberties of America by just being able to do
their jobs, and pursue their goal of individual happiness. The sorrow and heartache that a handful of
terrorists caused can never be fully comprehended - the scope is just so vast. But, we must not turn
away. We must face the sorrow and find a way to go on. Buy this book. Sit and read it - a few bios
or a few pages at a time. Get to know some of those who fell victim to the unthinkable. Get to know
some of our fellow Americans.
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